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LEGISLATIVE

Address: P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909-7536

Phone: 517.373.7670

Toll-Free: 888.353.ALAN

Fax: 517.373.5958

Website: www.Senator
AlanSanborn.com

E-mail: senasanborn@
senate.michigan.gov

Dear Neighbor:

The State of Michigan, its residents, and job providers all continue to face significant
challenges during these turbulent times.  As the national economy has faltered, many
of Michigan’s largest job providers are being forced to make difficult decisions and
institute drastic measures.  These actions are reverberating throughout Michigan’s
economy, leaving no company, community, or resident, untouched.  

Like many Michigan families, the state government is also working to adjust to
these changing circumstances.  Reforming government so that it is efficient,
effective, and transparent is no longer simply a goal, it is a necessity.  Difficult
choices about how the State of Michigan spends money must be made – choices
that will impact Michigan’s residents – if we are to position Michigan for recovery
and renewed prosperity.  

Along with these pressing economic and budget issues, I have included information
in this newsletter about other important issues that I believe may be of interest to
you, from landmark legislation to protect our waters, to my legislation to protect
seniors from increased tax bills.

It is an honor to be your voice in Lansing and I will continue to work hard on
behalf of the people of the 11th District during these difficult, but important
times in our state’s history.  As always, I welcome your comments, questions, and
concerns and stand ready to help if you need assistance with state matters. 

Sincerely, 

State Senator Alan Sanborn

I value your suggestions and hope you will 

take a moment to fill out the survey inside or on 

my website at www.SenatorAlanSanborn.com.

REPORT

Representing the 11th District consisting of the Townships of Armada, Bruce, Chesterfield,
Harrison, Lenox, Macomb, Ray, Richmond, Shelby, and Washington; and Armada, Memphis,
Mount Clemens, New Baltimore, New Haven, Richmond, and Romeo.

FROM SENATOR ALAN SANBORN
A S S I S TA N T  P R E S I D E N T  P RO  T E M P O R E
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SANBORN SUPPORTS HOMEOWNER PROTECTIONS

Foreclosure rates in Michigan are among the highest in
the country. In fact, Michigan was one of five states that

accounted for over half of the nation’s foreclosures in 2007.

The Senate has been at the forefront in providing greater
protections for homeowners. Bills recently signed into law:

• Help homeowners refinance their home loans at
lower interest rates to avoid foreclosure;

• Require loan officers to register with the state, 
meet education requirements and undergo
background checks;

• Prohibit lenders and brokers from coercing real
estate appraisers to inflate the value of property; and

• Allow homeowners facing foreclosure more time to
reach an agreement with their lender.

SENATE SPEARHEADS EFFORTS 
TO PROTECT GREAT LAKES

The housing crisis affects everyone, even those
homeowners not facing foreclosure. As home prices across
much of Michigan drop to levels not seen in a decade or
more, we are committed to working on a comprehensive
plan to curb fraud, help families keep their homes, and
generate increased demand in the housing market.

The presidential approval of the Great Lakes Compact
last fall wrapped up a historic process to protect the

Great Lakes. 

The Senate led the effort to pass the compact in
Michigan. It’s one part of our work over the last several
years to protect our waters. 

With the compact now in effect, water diversion
outside the Great Lakes basin is banned and common
measures are in place to regulate withdrawals within the
eight basin states.

Some states will have additional work to do, but
Michigan is at the head of the class with new water
withdrawal assessment laws. The new rules use a

biologically-based method to regulate water usage. Other
states are taking a look at this pioneering work as they
develop their own water withdrawal laws.

Michigan also took the lead to keep invasive species out
of the Great Lakes. Senate bills enacted into law ban
untreated ballast water discharges by oceangoing ships. 
I am pleased to say a federal court recently upheld
Michigan’s landmark ballast water law.

As befitting the Great Lakes State, Michigan now has
among the strongest water protection laws in the nation.
My Senate colleagues and I will continue our efforts to
protect our natural resources so they can be used wisely
now and in the future.

“I am pleased to say a federal court recently upheld
Michigan’s landmark ballast water law.”

Senator Alan Sanborn



SANBORN BACKS BILL 
TO BOOST ECONOMY

The number tells the story - over 900,000 jobs lost in
Michigan since 2000. But the figure is more than a

cold statistic or a news story. Real people are out of work
and families are hurting. 

My Senate colleagues and I are working to help our job
providers and battered economy rebound. One of our
efforts, SB 1038, has been signed into law. PA 433 
of 2008 fixes a problem in the Michigan Business Tax
(MBT) by eliminating a “tax on a tax” paid by 50,000
Michigan job providers. 

In technical terms, the measure exempts sales taxes and
fees from the gross receipts portion of the MBT. In plain
terms, the legislation eliminates a roadblock to job
creation and business investment growth.

We also passed a bill to eliminate a 22 percent business tax
surcharge that further hinders Michigan job providers. 

I firmly believe there is no more pressing issue in our state
right now than building a competitive business environment
that encourages companies to create jobs here in Michigan. 

Dr. David Cole, Chairman for
the Center for Automotive
Research, briefed Senators on
the long-term prospects for the
domestic auto industry. If the
car companies can survive the
chaotic times at hand, he
forecast a bright future,
describing Michigan as 
“the intellectual center of the
world’s auto industry.”  
Dr. Cole testified before the
Senate Commerce and 
Tourism Committee. 

MICHIGAN SENATE BRIEFED 
ON AUTO INDUSTRY OUTLOOK

2009 SURVEY QUESTIONS
1. Do you support the State Senate’s efforts to break the lease on the new 

State Police Headquarters in order to keep troopers on the road? q Yes qNo q Yes qNo

2. Would you support a proposal to house out-of-state prisoners in unutilized 
Michigan prisons if their home state covered all expenses and they
returned to that state before release? q Yes qNo q Yes qNo

3. Do you support the proposal that would allow, but not require, 
Michigan residents to pay $10 when renewing their license plates to 
support the state parks? q Yes qNo q Yes qNo

4. Do you believe elected lawmakers or unelected state employees should 
establish the regulations that all business in Michigan should follow? q Lawmakers q Lawmakers

q State Employees q State Employees

q Both q Both

Name:___________________________________________  E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return your responses to my office at Senator Sanborn, P.O. Box 30036, Lansing, MI 48909-7536 
or take the survey online at www.SenatorAlanSanborn.com. 

VOTER 1        VOTER 2

CLIP & RETURN

#
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The Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 282,
legislation introduced by Senator Sanborn in response to a
problem facing a number of area seniors.  This legislation
allows individuals who enter an adult care facility, such as
a nursing home or assisted living facility, to retain the
Principle Residence Exemption on their home as long as
they meet certain conditions. The Principle Residence
Exemption lowers homeowners’ property taxes on their
primary residence by almost half. 

Many individuals who move into an adult care facility
hope to keep their homes, but they do not know how
long they will be in the facility or if they will ultimately be
able to return home. Oftentimes, this confusion over
whether they will return home leads to their principle
residence exemption being removed, leaving individuals
and their families in the difficult position of having to pay
almost twice as much in property taxes while they receive
care in a facility.

Removing the principle residence exemption on
individuals that move into nursing homes or assisted
living facilities makes it extremely difficult for them to
keep their homes and often leaves them no choice but to
sell a house they have called home for decades.

Sanborn Bill Helps Protect Seniors

REPORT

This legislation has grown into a bi-partisan effort as
Senator Sanborn partnered with a Democratic colleague
from Macomb County to introduce additional legislation
that allows an individual who is away from their home
and under the care of a family member to retain their
principle residence exemption. Both pieces of legislation
are currently awaiting action in the House of
Representatives. 


